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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.37

South Atlantic snapper-grouper. Pos-
session of a powerhead and a mutilated
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in one
of the specified SMZs, or after having
fished in one of the SMZs, constitutes
prima facie evidence that such fish was
taken with a powerhead in the SMZ.

(f) Golden crab trap closed areas. In the
golden crab northern zone, a golden
crab trap may not be deployed in wa-
ters less than 900 ft (274 m) deep. In the
golden crab middle and southern zones,
a golden crab trap may not be deployed
in waters less than 700 ft (213 m) deep.
See § 622.17(h) for specification of the
golden crab zones.

(g) Rock shrimp closed area. No person
may trawl for rock shrimp in the area
east of 80°00′ W. long. between 27°30′ N.
lat. and 28°30′ N. lat. shoreward of the
100–fathom (183–m) contour, as shown
on the latest edition of NOAA chart
11460; and no person may possess rock
shrimp in or from this area on board a
fishing vessel.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 47449, Sept. 9,
1996; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998]

§ 622.36 Seasonal harvest limitations.
(a) During March, April, and May,

each year, the possession of greater
amberjack in or from the Gulf EEZ and
in the Gulf on board a vessel for which
a commercial permit for Gulf reef fish
has been issued, as required under
§ 622.4(a)(2)(v), without regard to where
such greater amberjack were har-
vested, is limited to the bag and pos-
session limits, as specified in
§ 622.39(b)(1)(i) and (b)(2), respectively,
and such greater amberjack are subject
to the prohibition on sale or purchase
of greater amberjack possessed under
the bag limit, as specified in
§ 622.45(c)(1).

(b) The following limitations apply in
the South Atlantic EEZ:

(1) Greater amberjack spawning season.
During April, each year, south of
28°35.1′ N. lat. (due east of the NASA
Vehicle Assembly Building, Cape Ca-
naveral, FL), the possession of greater
amberjack in or from the EEZ on board
a vessel that has a commercial permit
for South Atlantic snapper-grouper is
limited to three per person during a
single day, regardless of the number of
trips or the duration of a trip.

(2) Mutton snapper spawning season.
During May and June, each year, the
possession of mutton snapper in or
from the EEZ on board a vessel that
has a commercial permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper is limited to 10
per person during a single day, regard-
less of the number of trips or the dura-
tion of a trip.

(3) Wreckfish spawning-season closure.
From January 15 through April 15, each
year, no person may harvest or possess
on a fishing vessel wreckfish in or from
the EEZ; offload wreckfish from the
EEZ; or sell or purchase wreckfish in
or from the EEZ. The prohibition on
sale or purchase of wreckfish does not
apply to trade in wreckfish that were
harvested, offloaded, and sold or pur-
chased prior to January 15 and were
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 67723, Dec. 30, 1997]

§ 622.37 Minimum sizes.
Except for undersized king and Span-

ish mackerel allowed in paragraphs
(c)(2) and (3) of this section, a fish
smaller than its minimum size, as spec-
ified in this section, in or from the Car-
ibbean, Gulf, South Atlantic, and/or
Mid-Atlantic EEZ, as appropriate, may
not be possessed, sold, or purchased. An
undersized fish must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for ensuring that
fish on board are no smaller than the
minimum size limits specified in this
section.

(a) Caribbean reef fish: Yellowtail
snapper—12 inches (30.5 cm), TL.

(b) Caribbean spiny lobster—3.5 inches
(8.9 cm), carapace length.

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. (1)
Cobia in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or
South Atlantic—33 inches (83.8 cm),
fork length.

(2) King mackerel in the Gulf, South
Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—20 inches
(30.5 cm), fork length, except that a
vessel fishing under a quota for king
mackerel specified in § 622.42(c)(1) may
possess undersized king mackerel in
quantities not exceeding 5 percent, by
weight, of the king mackerel on board.

(3) Spanish mackerel in the Gulf,
South Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—12
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